THE STONEHENGE ALLIANCE

Address for communications:

savestonehenge@gmail.com
11 November 2025

Rt Hon Heidi Alexander
Secretary of State for Transport
Department for Transport
Great Minster House
33 Horseferry Road
London SW1P 4DR
By post and by email transportinfrastructure @dft.gov.uk

Dear Secretary of State,

Notice of intention to revoke the DCO for the A303 Stonehenge scheme

The Stonehenge Alliance welcomes and strongly supports the government’s proposal to
revoke the Development Consent Order for the A303 Stonehenge (Amesbury to Berwick
Down) road scheme. In the current economic climate, government would not want to
invest in a scheme that neither made heritage sense nor economic sense.

The granting of this DCO was always perverse given the enormous damage it would have
done to the Stonehenge and Avebury World Heritage Site (WHS), its negligible economic
benefit and exorbitant cost. The National Audit Office (NAO) assessed the scheme in 2019
and considered the scheme to be poor value for money, which should have prompted the
last government to reject it.!

Revocation of the DCO is consistent with the planning inspectorate’s rejection of the scheme
in 2020, which recognised the importance of protecting the outstanding universal value
from permanent damage to UNESCO’s WHS. To quote the Examination Authority, the
scheme “introduced a greater physical change to the Stonehenge landscape than has
occurred in its 6,000 years as a place of widely acknowledged human significance”.

Revocation is also consistent with UNESCO’s expert reports that condemned the scheme, as
well as with our well-informed objections, supported by a quarter of a million petitioners
worldwide. it v

At the time of the scheme’s cancellation, the scheme was little more than an extravagant
local bypass that would not make much difference to the connectivity to the South West.
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We remain concerned about the region’s transport infrastructure. The fact that alternative
and more sustainable solutions were never properly explored when developing this scheme

(contrary to National Highways' claims), has led to a vast waste of effort and public resources
at a time when the Climate Change Committee is calling for a fall of 9% of car miles by 2035."

Scheme cancellation will leave untouched the issue of poor connectivity to and within the
South West region. The Alliance believes that a strong case can be made to invest some of
the savings made by not proceeding with the A303 Stonehenge scheme in the South West in
order to support growth in business, jobs and housing — a region that has been overlooked
by past governments.

It is vital that government does not lose sight of the region’s urgent transport needs. The rail
network suffers from a degraded infrastructure and is vulnerable to extreme weather
events. Reduction or cancellation of train services because of drought, high seas, floods or
land slips has been damaging the region’s network and wider economy. There are
straightforward, cost-effective actions that can and must be taken to adapt to extreme
climate impacts.

Crucial first steps to get the South West on track and improve its connectivity are
recommended in a recent report commissioned by our allies, Transport Action Network:
Connecting South West England: in place of A303/A358 widening, a copy of which we
enclose. We ask you to give serious consideration to the recommended programme of
improvements and give the future network serving the South West high priority.”

We would be delighted to work with you to support work towards the development of
alternative transport schemes which will address local and strategic needs without the

unacceptable environmental impacts which would have resulted from this DCO.

Yours sincerely,

Mike Birkin
Acting Chairman, Stonehenge Alliance
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https://www.nao.org.uk/reports/south-west-road-improvements-and-the-stonehenge-tunnel/
https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/TR010025-002181-STON%20–%20Final%20Recommendation%20Report.pdf
https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/TR010025-002181-STON%20–%20Final%20Recommendation%20Report.pdf
https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/TR010025-003693-DCMS%20Final%20Report%20Advisory%20mission.pdf
https://stonehengealliance.org.uk/our-campaign/petition/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/The-Sixth-Carbon-Budget-The-UKs-path-to-Net-Zero.pdf
https://transportactionnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Connecting-South-West-England-Report-Web.pdf

