
Creating an expressway to the 

South West 
 

 



Today’s agenda 

 Welcome 

 Operating the route 

 Maintaining the route 

 Modernising the route 

 Your thoughts and questions 

 

 



Welcome to Highways England 



Highways England in the South West 



The A303/A358 Route 



What is an expressway? 



Modernise Highways 
England 
Service 

Maintain 

Operate 

How do we get there? 



Operating the route 



Maintaining the route 



1 – A358 Taunton to 

Southfields 

 

2 – A303 Sparkford to 

Ilchester 

 

3 – A303 Amesbury to 

Berwick Down 

Modernising the route 



A303 Amesbury to Berwick Down 
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Historic life of the scheme: 
  

History of the scheme 



Route corridors examined at public inquiry (2004) 



Principal objectives 



  

Development Consent Order Process 



A303 Sparkford to Ilchester 



History of the scheme 

1991 Public consultation and Preferred Route announced 

1994 Public Inquiry 

1995 Secretary of State accepted findings 

2003 Further review of options 

2003 Public Consultation 

2013 Feasibility Study 

2014 Roads Investment Strategy 



Option considered at consultation (2003) 



Principal objectives 

The principal objectives of the scheme are to: 

Support economic growth 

Avoid unacceptable impacts on 

the surrounding natural 

environment and landscape 

Improve the connectivity of the 

South West to the rest of the UK 

Improve the resilience and safety of 

the route 

Reduce severance of 

local communities 



 

 
  

Development Consent Order Process 
Late 2016 



A358 Taunton to Southfields 

 Investing in a dual 

carriageway link between 

the M5 and the A303 

 

 Reducing congestion and 

supporting economic 

growth 



History of the scheme 

2007 Public consultation  

Scheme not progressed 

2013 Feasibility Study 

2014 Roads Investment Strategy 



Route corridors considered at consultation  (2007) 



Principal objectives 

The principal objectives of the scheme are to: 

Support economic growth 

Avoid unacceptable impacts on 

the surrounding natural 

environment and landscape 

Improve the connectivity of the 

South West to the rest of the UK 

Improve the resilience and safety of 

the route 

Reduce severance of 

local communities 



 

 

 

 

  

Development Consent Order Process 
Late 2016 



 

 

Thank you 
 
 



 

 

Your feedback and 

questions 
 
 


